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Connecting Productive Talk to Application 
 

 
Look at the SBAC samples below; reflect on the 4 steps to 
Productive Talk to the right.  Which of these steps may children 
use when they are working with these problems?  Might they 
use more than one?   
 
3rd Grade Items 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving toward Productive Talk 
 
Step 1:  Helping Individual Students 
Clarify and Share Their Own 
Thoughts 
 
Step 2:  Helping Students Orient to 
the Thinking of Others 
 
Step 3:  Helping Students Deepen 
Their Own Reasoning 
 
Step 4:  Helping Students Engage 
with the Reasoning of Others 
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Moving toward Productive Talk: 

Step 1:  Helping Individual Students Clarify and Share Their Own Thoughts 
Step 2:  Helping Students Orient to the Thinking of Others 

Step 3:  Helping Students Deepen Their Own Reasoning 
Step 4:  Helping Students Engage with the Reasoning of Others 

 

4th Grade Items 

 
5th Grade Items 

 


